14                                  EAELY   LIFE   OF
proceeded from the Lord Chancellor, Henry Bathurst
Baron Apsley, who, in the course of the next year,
succeeded his father in the title of Earl of Bathurst.
But my father, who had previously argued before
committees of both Houses of Parliament, had also
attracted the notice and esteem of Lord North, the
premier, and of Lord Shelburne, afterwards first Mar-
quess of Lansdowne, one of the two Secretaries of
State. His appointment was made out by Lord Shel-
burne, who had the department of the colonies, &c.;
and to that nobleman Sir Elijah Impey was accustomed
to look up as to a friend.
Seeing the career that lay open to" him in England,
and dreading for him the effects of the burning and
enervating climate of Bengal (at that time  a  much
greater object of dread than it now is)/many of his
friends either advised him. not to accept the offer, or
thought that he acted unwisely in accepting it; but, on
the other hand, it was difficult to refuse what was so
honourably offered.  His family was already numerous;
his private patrimony not large; his friend and school-
fellow, Hastings, was at the very head of affairs in India;
and his own mind, as I have already hinted, had been
turned at an early period towards the glowing East.  He
therefore accepted that appointment, which has made his
name and character a part of the history of our Indian
Empire.    But in taking this hazardous step, it must
ever be regretted that Sir Elijah seems not sufficiently
to have reflected upon the danger which, especially at
that time, attended a man who took upon himself such
a novel, difficult, and responsible situation, without the
support of any political party at home;   for, at that
period, when Cabinet Ministers were so miserably di-
vided among themselves, it was hardly to be expected
that any minister   or  premier would stand   forward
ia fair defence of any servant of Government, even
though appointed  by himself;   nor could  the   first
Chief Justice of India have been at that time aware
of the violent factions about to break out in Calcutta, so
soon as the three newly-appointed members of council
wbo were to accompany him, should arrive with an ill-
defined authority which must necessarily conflict with
that of the new Governor General of India.   True, in-